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Thank you Chair,  

Honourable members, distinguished delegates. 

 

The International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations (IAPO) is an alliance of patient groups representing the 

interests of patients worldwide. Our 250 members are based in more than 65 countries covering 60 different 

conditions.  

 

IAPO welcomes the Secretariat’s report highlighting the challenging and integrated nature of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), and the increased importance of multi-sectoral collaboration and effective review 

mechanisms at the global, regional and national levels. We agree that ‘reducing inequalities within and among 

countries’ is crucial and that ‘health is a major contributor to the other SDGs: without health, many of them 

cannot be achieved’.    

 

Health is a human right: patients are affected by health policy and health system decisions so have the right 

to be meaningfully involved at every level. We will support our members to strengthen their advocacy and 

involvement in SDG implementation, and crucially, hold their home nations to account on establishing and 

strengthening universal health coverage. 

 

We strongly endorse the Secretariat’s recommendation to utilize existing reporting systems and ensure that 

SDG monitoring takes into account ‘the big picture, the interrelations between the Goals and targets, and 

particularly, equity’. We hope that Member States will have constructive discussions at the Executive Board so 

the Secretariat can develop proposals for changes to governance, progress reporting and reviews, priority-

setting and resourcing that are needed to support delivery of the SDGs.   

 

We ask delegates to remember as we move forward in developing and delivering the SDG goals that all 

policies, programs, and strategies must be based on the fundamental right to universal health coverage. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


