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Thank you Chair, & distinguished delegates. 

 

IAPO is an alliance representing the interests of patients worldwide.  

 

We acknowledge the ongoing efforts to synthesize the Framework. Decisions at every level have a real impact 

on users of health services – patients - and our knowledge & expertise must be central to healthcare decision-

making. We can bring a unique viewpoint into WHO & Member State discussions, which will become even 

more crucial as SDG indicators are agreed & monitoring begins. As recalled in the paper, UN General 

Assembly Resolution 70/1 on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), calls for ‘multi-stakeholder 

partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge…and promotes effective public, public-private and civil 

society partnerships’. 

 

We highlight the importance of the conflict of interest policy, & the need to align this with the overall 

Framework aims, particularly considering the proposed new ‘accreditation of NGOs’: ‘for a membership 

organization…the Membership should not contain private sector entities, individuals associated with private 

sector entities or philanthropic foundations and academic institutions not at arms-length.’  

 

We strongly encourage reconsideration of this text. Whilst membership organizations should all have 

processes and policies in place to ensure transparency & declaration of interests, it is beyond the capacity of 

most to carry out systematic & in-depth investigation of all members. We question whether this is 

proportionate for membership organizations that bring a unique voice. Board & focal point level protocols may 

be more appropriate. We encourage consultation with NGOs to develop this text.    

 

The Framework, including evaluation plan, needs to be put in place, balancing good management with a 

proportionate & ‘right-touch’ approach to benefit WHO & non-State actors, without being burdensome & 

discouraging collaboration. 

 

Thank you. 


