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Thank you Chair, honourable members, distinguished delegates. 

 

IAPO is an alliance of patients’ organizations representing the interests of patients worldwide. We have 

250 members spanning over 60 countries, representing an estimated 365 million patients. 

 

We welcome this proposed strategy and accompanying resolution, commending the aim of ‘strengthening 

advisory services, technical cooperation, and coordination efforts to provide greater coherence’.  

 

We strongly agree that robust legal frameworks and legislation should be in place, adhered to and 

monitored at the national, regional and global levels to ensure that all patients have access to safe, 

effective and appropriate medicines and treatment. We encourage Member States to adopt this 

resolution. 

 

In particular IAPO highlights the need for effective regulation to respond to the emergence of biologics 

and biosimilar medicines, and the need to fully consider patient and public views when assessing new 

health technologies. We know from our member organizations that there are diverse approaches across 

Member States, and we agree with the strategy that health systems and health outcomes can be 

improved through better coordination, ratification of international instruments, and the development of 

robust national regulation and legislation.   

 

Patients’ rights are human rights. Patients are affected by health policy and health systems’ decisions so 

have the right to be meaningfully involved at every level. We urge delegates, in considering this strategy 

and resolution, to ensure that patients and the public have a meaningful voice and appropriate input at 

every stage.  

 

IAPO continues to work with WHO and other stakeholders work on universal patient-centred healthcare, 

social determinants of health and health technology assessment to help all countries ‘move toward 

achieving universal access to quality, safe, effective and affordable medicines and health technologies’.  

 

Thank you.  

 

 

  

 

 


