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Thank you Chair, honourable members, distinguished delegates. 

 

IAPO is an alliance of patients’ organizations representing the interests of patients worldwide. Our 250 

members span 60 countries, representing an estimated 365 million patients. 

 

Robust, integrated health technology assessment (HTA) and decision making is an important component 

of universal health coverage and patient-centred healthcare. Appropriate systems and processes can 

ensure the best possible use of resources in the context of meeting patients’ needs for safe, effective and 

affordable health care.  

 

We commend the actions recommended in the progress report, to extend coordination and information 

sharing, to strengthen training and tools to develop HTA systems and increase its use in decision making. 

We strongly support recommended action 12f (promoting consideration of national and regional needs, 

and to take ethical and equitable considerations into account).   

 

We encourage Member States to consider adapting existing tools co-created with patients, such as the 

HTAi Patient Group Submission Template and Values & Standards. A narrow focus on cost-containment 

and economic factors will not meet patients or societal needs. Patient involvement throughout is not a 

'nice to have', it is a must have. Healthcare decisions, at whatever level they are made, will ultimately 

affect patients’ lives and patients have a right to be involved.  

 

IAPO continues to work with WHO and other stakeholders including the Patient and Citizen Interest Group 

at HTAi in efforts to expand universal health coverage and integrated holistic HTA worldwide. We 

highlight the significance of patient involvement and a multi-stakeholder approach, the need to consider 

macro issues in HTA in all countries, and the importance of practical ‘roadmaps’ and support for countries 

that are in the early stages of HTA. Only with such an approach, will the goals of universal health 

coverage be achieved. 

 

Thank you.  


