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Patients unite in a call for Patient Safety  

On Friday 7th December, patient advocates from across the world will rally together to mark the 

annual Patient Solidarity Day. As a movement, they will be united in a call for ‘Global Safe 

Medication and Healthcare for All’. 

Prominent patient organizations across the world are expected to join forces on Friday to raise 

awareness and call for renewed efforts to tackle the proliferation of poor quality medicines & 

medical products. This important, but often neglected public health problem, threatens the lives of 

millions both in low-and-middle-income and high-income countries. The campaign, run by the 

International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations (IAPO), urges decision-makers to demonstrate their 

commitment to patient safety.  

[Optional: Insert details about your own activities] 

Patient exposure to falsified medication and unsafe care is a chronic public health issue that results 

in delayed care, disease progression, increased mortality and antimicrobial resistance. It also 

contributes to distrust of government, healthcare systems, and healthcare professionals. In short, it 

is a crime against patients. We believe that every patient has the right to receive medicines that are 

safe, effective, and legitimate. 

The subject of patient safety is one that concerns all patients regardless of disease or country. As a 

result of this global reach, it is now widely recognised that the drive for safer healthcare is also a 

worldwide endeavour. Everyone, including patients and healthcare professionals, has a role to play 

in ensuring medication safety. The day will therefore aim to raise awareness and call for renewed 

efforts towards developing healthcare strategies that will guarantee safe medicines for all. 

Patient Solidarity Day, which takes place every year in December, is a day for patient advocates, 

regardless of disease or condition, geographic location or socio-economic status, to join together in 

highlighting a key global issue facing patient communities. The Day is a reminder of the global voice 

that patients have and must use for the benefit of the health system. Around the world, patient 

advocates mark Patient Solidarity Day by holding a wide range of advocacy activities such as social 

media debates, marches, health screenings and public talks.  

Penney Cowan, IAPO’s Chair, said:  

"This Patient Solidarity Day, patient advocates across the globe are coming together in solidarity to 
raise awareness on and advocate for access to safe medication and healthcare for all. 



 
 
Patients and health systems cannot afford the suffering and cost burden of poor medication and 

healthcare safety. This year IAPO is encouraging patients to be placed at the centre of healthcare 

decision-making by promoting a new partnership between patients, health workers, regulators and 

payers to address unsafe medication and healthcare in their countries." 

 [Optional: add in your own quote here] 

Patient Solidarity Day was initiated by the Morris Moses Foundation in Kenya in 2011. IAPO 

members felt the importance of engaging in the day, as it directly supports our vision and mission of 

ensuring patients are at the centre of healthcare systems. Support for the Day has grown over the 

past few years. 2018 is expected to be the biggest year yet for Patient Solidarity Day, with advocates 

around the world standing together in a call for ‘Global Safe Medication and Healthcare for All’. 

--ENDS-- 

 

Notes to editors  

1. For more information please contact [insert contact details] 

2. For further information about Patient Solidarity Day, visit our website: 

http://www.patientsolidarityday.org.   

Social media  

 Twitter: @PatientSolDay #PSD2018 

 Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/patientsolidarityday 

 [Insert any tailored graphics you have produced] 

 [Insert photos to be used by journalists] 

About [name of organization] 

 Insert key messages about your organization 

 Insert details about any events you are organizing 

About the International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations (IAPO): 

 IAPO is a unique global alliance promoting patient-centred healthcare worldwide 

 IAPO has 266 members spanning 71 countries and 52 condition areas 

 IAPO’s vision is that patients throughout the world are at the centre of healthcare 

 IAPO is committed to building cross-sector alliances and ensuring that patients play an active 

role in decision-making processes in healthcare by working collaboratively with key 

stakeholders, including medical and health professionals, policy-makers, academics, researchers 

and industry representatives. 

http://www.patientsolidarityday.org/
https://twitter.com/patientsolday
http://www.facebook.com/patientsolidarityday

